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Daszlaper Michas Wood walks through the stil-undar-construction Vllzmas of MAT,

wheare g groundbreaking is olenned this week for a sheter for abused sng regletad
Tha Honolulu Adwariea  CRildren, Wiod and bes family have pledged & millan to boild end operate the shefer,

Mike Wood had a sad  The facility, dubbed Ho'oma-  The facilicy is being buil: with
childhood — and no In O Na Eamali'i, oc “safe haven 31 million donated by a Hanohe-
5 W' for our childrea,” promises 3 o s who came fpom a dys-
he helps kids in ¢risis  nonthreatening enviroament for  functlonal family background,
children in turmail, 8 plece whese  became a3 sucessaful business-
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MATLI — Ground will be It“ﬁlmlumlrmm Family Programs of Hawal'
broken here this week on afless-  commaunity that experts say has Miike Wood, &7, and his fam-
of-its-kind center for abused the gresisdt need:the Wai'anas
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Shelter
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Uy have pledged & total of 59 mil-
ton to build and finance the op-

eration through its first two |

decades.

The ceater would provides 3
4, 000-square-foat, 10-bedroom,
temporary refuge for individual
childiren or siblings while Child
Wedfare Services eonduets a fall
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care for an cstlmated 180 to 300
childnen 8 year.

The project's emphasis will ba:

= To
the et with their parcnis
in a safiy envimnment.

« To otherwise piace the chil-
dren with area relstives or home
seitings that are cdlturally fa-
e o et
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mgl them Into foster care.
be an affort to keep the
topgether within their Wsj':it
Cotst coanrmumity and school
tricts, sald Linds Santes, presl
dent znd CEO of Foster Family
Programs of Hawai, a social
service agency helping 4.000

assessment of each child's phys-
pier- i M

, if posalble, o reunite 8

-

which they have pledged &8 millon fo buid and oparate for 20 years.

H.!wﬂi children inveolved inthe |
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Her agency manage

aew center. Chlldren and pap-
ents can remain in touch through

supervised visits st the receive |

kg home, Santos said,

KEEFING KEIKI TOGETHER

Alss crucial will be the hel
of local ktpuna, or ciders,
lar with the loecal culure, wha
would rezisure and remaln
wvallable for the children during
the eatimated 10 1o 30 days they
would there, she gaid.

hizard abowut the receiving home
lust year, she Uked the idea so

much she moved gquickly to jn- £

corporate i into the Villages of
Ml bomebesy transithonal shel-
whbﬂd mmﬂepmpn'm*
oct ng on

of Hawaiian Home Lands prop-
erty and fs set to open in Sep-
tember,

The receiving home “is some-
thing the commumnity has wanoed
for along time becanse the kids
vk wind up in protoctive care)
fime gt %&hﬂn all over

78 wp siblings,
and it makss K very to

stabillze the children and reduce
the trewma to them,” Koller said,

confirmed child abuse or neg-

WHAT'S IN IT FOR Hit

anked thar questien, becaose if
you're aiking ¥ thers's another 20
of yoo who are thinking "
Wood recalled Indt week while
talking aboin char mesting.
Wood, who has lbved In
Hawai'l since 1963, went on to
el those o srtendence thar al-
though be is a succesaful busi-
nersmen today, he had to over-
came the advergity of a fractured
family and a childhood marked
by a distant, philandering, alce-

—

holle father whe coulda't hold a
job, snd a disrraught mother who
was given to nervous break-
downs,

He remembers how,
ginﬂaﬁmﬂ.tﬂ..lﬂc

" brother were given humiliating

chores, such as carrving long-

overdoe remtal paymends o (heir
lasdlord,

Hir older brother was eventu-

" ally able to escape before things

reached their worst. Wood also
got out while still in his teens.
Byt Wood was never able to
recancile the fact that he had noz
‘been fn a position 1o help his oth-
et brgther, 3even yoirs younges,
whi wis severely affected by the
family's dysfunctional relation-
aliip.
PROJECT FILLS A NEED
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in & signilar gituation, hes
mined to do so. Wood says. He
prevailed bn winning the trust of
the Wai'2nae Coagt community.
hnlt.alln gund the ﬁaﬂim
"ot bopes
will inspire simitar facilitles on
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Freg work beging on 2 288 in the Vikapes of Ma' homeless franefionsl shaller project, whoee:
proundbnedidng I8 scheduad T2 week fof the 3halted for chiknan o CESiR.

O'abo apd statewide. But that
will require the gepsrosity of
many other businesses and indi-
viduals, she sabd.

Cme person who believes that |
con't happen fast enough s
Wendy Peltier, 22, 3 social servs
§ee aide with the Department ol
Human Services. As & former
‘Wai'anst foster child, she be-
leves mach 2 faclllty might hove
kept her snd her siblings togeth-
er when she was 12, siler [
was 8, and her brother 3,

But the family disintegrated,
and the were scaltered
around (Fahbu, It took several
years and a marathon effort on
Peltier's part to become & foster
parent 6 her own sleter and
brother and reunite them.

*Tt was really difficadt because
we were gplit up for ko long,"
Peltier sand. I we bad had a fim-
iy or place to take all of us in
znd keep us together, it would
have been way better,” she said.
Reach Will Hoower ot
Lom ar G90-8909,



